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A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
The environmental, safety, and economic benefits of a beautiful healthy lawn are well known.  Some

homeowners question whether the programmed use of pesticides and chemical fertilizers out weigh the
benefits of a healthy lawn.  The NATURAL PLUS LAWN CARE PROGRAM was developed to solve those con-
cerns.  This program uses IPM (Integrated Pest Management), natural fortified fertilizers, and judicious use
of pesticides to produce beautiful healthy lawns.

Traditional Lawn Care programs guarantee a beautiful healthy lawn.  They achieve this by using pro-
grammed blanket applications of pesticides and chemical fertilizers.  A standard "one treatment fits all" pro-
gram sometimes means pesticide applications are made whether or not a weed or insect problem exists. 

The NATURAL PLUS LAWN CARE program allows the homeowner in consultation with their trained Turf
Specialist to determine when and if a pesticide application is needed.  It also includes the proper amount
of NATURAL fortified fertilizer.  This program with the help of the homeowner using proper cultural practices will produce a
beautiful healthy lawn without the excessive use of pesticides.

You, the homeowner play a vital role in the success of this program.  Without your participation and help, the full poten-
tial beauty of your lawn cannot be reached.  The following information is designed to explain the responsibilities of you and
All American Turf Beauty.

We hope this information will be useful in explaining how you can have all the benefits of a beautiful healthy lawn with-
out the excessive use of chemicals.

Sincerely,

Kevin A. Johnson, Certified Grass Professional
President, All American Turf Beauty, Inc.

American Turf Beauty practice IPM by following the steps in
this brochure.

NATURAL FORTIFIED FERTILIZER
The most important part of a Lawn Care Program is fertiliz-

er.  Most lawns need to be fertilized every year, because they
need more nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium than soils
usually contain.  Studies have shown that maintaining soil fer-
tility can optimize turf and minimize weeds.  The Natural Plus
Lawn Care program applies six applications of fertilizer annu-

ally.  Natural fortified fertilizers are
used.  These fertilizers are made up of
natural organic sources and fortified
with synthetic organics.  The natural
sources are: feather meal, meat, bone
and blood meals, yeast, sugars, carbo-
hydrates and humus.  These sources
contain essential natural amino acids,
chelated secondary elements, vitamins
and enzymes.  These sources supply
the food energy that increases the
number of natural microbes found in
the soil, as well as provide the basic
nutrients needed for healthy plant
growth.  Soil microbes, soil tempera-

ture and moisture naturally control and regulate the slow
release rate of the nitrogen.  The slow microbial release rate
minimizes nitrogen leaching and volatilization and promotes
excellent color density and even growth.

BROADLEAF WEED CONTROL
The best defense against dandelions, plantain, and other

broadleaf weeds (those without a grass type blade) is a thick
dense lawn.  The Natural Fortified Fertilizer in the Natural Plus
Lawn Care Program over time will create a thick dense lawn.

NATURAL PLUS LAWN CARE YOUR PATH TO A
HEALTHY LAWN AND HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT

Most home owners would like a healthy green lawn. A lawn
that is perfect for lounging, great for sports activities and cook-
outs, a real asset to your home.  Your healthy lawn developed
with your help and Natural Plus Lawn Care can help the envi-
ronment.  Healthy grass provides feeding ground for birds,
who find it a rich source of insects, worms, and other food.
Thick grass stops soil erosion, absorbs many types of airborne
pollutants, like dust and soot, and filters contaminants from
rainwater.  Grass is also highly effi-
cient at converting carbon dioxide to
oxygen, a process that helps clean the
air.

Caring for your lawn properly can
both enhance its appearance and con-
tribute to its environmental benefits.
The secret is to work with nature. This
means using IPM (integrated pest
management) to create conditions for
grass to thrive and resist damage from
weeds, disease, and insect pests. It
means setting realistic goals for your
lawn.  You shouldn’t expect your
lawn always to be 100% weed free or perfect.

IPM
IPM involves the carefully managed use of three different

pest control tactics—biological, cultural, and chemical—to get
the best long-term pest control with the least disruption of the
environment.  Chemical control means the judicious use of
pesticides only when necessary.  Cultural controls involve
maintenance methods like mowing and watering.  IPM is a
highly effective approach that minimizes the use of pesticides
and maximizes the use of natural processes.  You can help All



The Natural Plus Lawn
Care Program will apply a
fall application of a
broadleaf weed control
that does not contain 2,4-
D to keep these weeds
under control.  This will
give the grass an opportu-
nity to thicken up and fill
in the areas that were occupied by weeds.  In some cases the
lawn will thicken up so that this application of the broadleaf
weed control may not be needed each year.  Spot spraying of
the broadleaf weed control in the fall may be adequate.  This
program will minimize, not completely eliminate all broadleaf
weeds.  The home owners in consultation with their Turf
Specialist will determine if additional broadleaf weed control
is needed.   If a broadleaf weed control is applied a sign will
be posted and the home owner will be notified in advance if
they wish.

ANNUAL GRASS CONTROL
Annual grasses such as crabgrass, foxtail and goose grass

start each season from seed, reproduce and die at frost.  In tra-
ditional lawn care programs a pre-emergent material is applied
in early spring before the seeds germinate.  The chemical
forms an invisible barrier on the soil surface.  As the seeds ger-
minate, this chemical is taken up; by the seedling and stops its
growth. With the Natural Plus Lawn Care Program pre-emer-
gent material will only be applied to lawns that have a histo-
ry of crabgrass infestation.  The best defense against annual
grass weeds is a thick dense lawn.  The shaded canopy of tall
thick grass prevents germination of crabgrass seed which can-
not germinate in the shade. Crabgrass will not germinate in
areas of the lawn shaded by trees.  A granular application of
fertilizer and pre-emergent will be applied  only to the areas
where needed with the first spring application.  A Natural
Fortified Fertilizer will be applied on this application in areas
where the pre-emergent isn’t needed.

INSECT CONTROL
The Natural Plus Lawn Care Program does not contain any

insect controls. This allows beneficial insects like earthworms
to flourish in your lawn.  Insects seldom damage lawns in
Iowa. Occasionally grubs are a problem. No preventative grub
control is applied with the Natural Plus Lawn Care Program. If
grubs or other insects become a problem, your Turf Specialist
will be able to give you advice on controlling them.

LAWN DISEASE CONTROL
Lawn diseases seldom cause

much damage in this area.
Normally the grass is able to
fight off the disease and it goes
unnoticed.  Treatment of lawn
diseases is not part of the
Natural plus Lawn Care
Program.  In order to prevent
lawn diseases we recommend
that you follow the cultural prac-
tices outlined in this brochure
and over seed with disease
resistant varieties of grass seed.

MOW HIGH, OFTEN AND WITH SHARP BLADES
Improper mowing causes weed, insect, disease and stress

problems in your lawn.  Longer grass has more leaf surface to
take in sunlight.  This enables it to grow thicker and develop
a deeper root system, which in turn helps the grass survive
drought, tolerate insect damage, and fend off diseases.  Longer
grass also shades the soil surface keeping it cooler, helping it
retain moisture, and making it difficult for weeds to germinate
and grow.  The best mowing height for a bluegrass lawn is 3
inches.  Mowing must be done often enough so that no more
than 1/3 of the grass blade is removed with each mowing.  It
is important to leave the grass clippings on the lawn.  The
clippings return a large amount of fertilizer nutrients to the soil
for future use by the lawn yet contributes very little to thatch
build up.  It is important to mow with sharp blades to prevent
tearing and injuring the grass.

IRRIGATION
Obviously drought-stressed turf is not going to compete

well against weeds.  This is one of the leading causes of weed
infestation.  To maintain a green healthy lawn throughout the
entire growing season, it will be necessary for you to supple-
ment insufficient rainfall by irrigating.  For optimum growth,
lawns need 1 inch or more per week.  The irrigation should
be done in the early morning and the entire amount should
be applied in one or two applications.  Frequent light sprin-
klings encourage shallow roots, disease, weeds, thatch, and
waste a lot of water to evaporation.

SUMMER DORMANCY
If you have determined that you can’t follow the irrigation

suggestions above, it is very critical that the lawn receive at
least 1 inch of water every three weeks during drought con-
ditions.  The grass may still turn brown and go dormant but
this will help to prevent areas of the lawn from dying.

SEED A GRASS TYPE ADAPTED TO THE AREA
Normally seeding an established lawn shouldn’t be neces-

sary.  The Natural Fortified fertilizer we apply will help blue-
grass to thicken itself.  If the established lawn fails to thrive
with proper care due to being established with poorly adapt-
ed seed, it should be replanted or over seeded with an
improved variety of seed.  Grass that is well-adapted to our
area will grow better and resist local pests and diseases better.
It may also be necessary to reseed if your lawn has been dam-
aged by pets, children playing, heat and drought stress, win-
ter kill or disease.

Shady areas require special treatment.  Areas
that are in semi-shade should be planted with
a shade tolerant grass.  You should not plant
and attempt to grow grass in heavily shaded
areas that receive little sunshine.  Grass cannot
carry on photosynthesis without adequate sun-
light and will die.  These areas should be land-
scaped with mulch and shade tolerant plants.

The best time to do  any seeding is in the fall
after the temperature is starting to cool down
and there is more rainfall,  approximately from
August 15th to October 1st. Please let us know
if you plan to do any seeding so we can coor-
dinate it with your fall application.



CORRECT THATCH BUILD UP
AND COMPACTION

Thatch is a layer of dead plant material that accumulates
between the green blades and the soil. When thatch gets too
thick (deeper than 1/2
inch), it prevents water
and nutrients from pen-
etrating to the soil and
grass roots.  In a healthy
lawn, micro-organisms
and earthworms help
keep the thatch layer in
balance by decompos-
ing it and releasing the
nutrients into the soil.
The soil may become compacted in areas of heavy traffic;
such as,  children’s play areas, mailman paths, and areas
beside driveways. Compacted soil can also interfere with irri-
gation and fertilization efforts. Thatch build up and com-
paction can both be corrected by aeration during the spring
and/or fall.  See the section on core aeration in   this brochure
or contact your Turf Specialist for more information on this
service.

THATCH, COMPACTION AND CORE AERATION
Excessive thatch (1/2 inch or more) decreases the vigor of

the turf grasses by restricting the movement of water, air, and
fertilizers to the soil surface.  It also favors shallow roots, dis-
eases and insect problems.  The Natural Plus Lawn Care
Program helps develop soil micro-organisms and earthworms
which decompose the thatch.  We can also help to control
thatch by mowing at the proper times and proper height.
Frequent shallow watering also contributes to thatch accumu-
lation.  Core aeration is the most effective method of reduc-
ing the thatch layer.

Core aeration removes plugs of soil approximately 2 inches
deep and 5/8th inches wide every 6 inches in all directions.
The small holes help the roots to get oxygen and aid water
and fertilizer penetration into the soil.  The air helps the thatch
layer to decompose thus the amount of thatch is reduced.
Aeration needs to be repeated every spring and/or fall until
the thatch layer is reduced to less than 1/2  inch.  Core aera-
tion also helps relieve compaction of the soil.

PAYMENT POLICY
If you wish to

prepay your annual
program costs at
the beginning of
the year, you may
do so and receive a
prepay discount.  If
you prefer, you
may pay after each
application.  An
invoice and enve-

lope will be left on the door after each application along with
directions on mowing and watering.

Payment is due when you receive the invoice.  A 11/2  %
finance charge or 50 cents (whichever is greater) will be
added if payment is not received within 30 days after the
application.  No further applications will be made until the
past due balance is paid.

CUSTOMER SATISFACTION
Our goal is 100% satisfaction.  We do our part by making

applications at the proper times with the proper amounts of
Natural Fortified Fertilizer to give you a beautiful thick lawn.
By following the IPM (integrated pest management) outlined
in this brochure minimum use of pesticides will be necessary.
However, anyone who has had experience with Mother
nature will realize that your lawn will not be perfect all of the
time. Periods of extreme heat and drought will affect the looks
and health of bluegrass turf as it is a cool season grass.  Weed
control will not always be perfect, especially in the summer
and in areas next to curbs, sidewalks, and driveways.  When
conditions are favorable, disease and fungus will occasionally
damage your turf.  Some lawns will have perennial grasses
and nutsedge which are not controlled by this program. If you
feel you are not getting acceptable weed or insect control you
simply need to consult with your Turf Specialist.  He will con-
sult with you on the best method of getting acceptable con-
trol with the next application.  Our goal is to eliminate your
concerns of applying too many pesticides and chemical fertil-
izers and to still give you a beautiful healthy lawn.

YOU TO CAN HAVE AN ALL AMERICAN LAWN!!

Please call:

Ames . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 232-7614

Burlington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 752-7773

Cedar Rapids . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 373-9818

Decorah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 382-8662

Des Moines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 279-4008

Jefferson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 386-8342

Mason City . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 423-2524

Newton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 792-4535

Spencer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 262-7783

Tipton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 886-3718

Waterloo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 291-2020

All other areas . . . . . . . . . 1-800-365-8873
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